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Denied 

Helms Disclaims 
Charges Made ^ 
Against CIA 

. By Murrey Harder 'V _ 

Washington Post Staff Writer " 

Richard M. Helms “cate- 
gorically denied” yesterday 
that the Central Intelligence 
Agency under his direction 
from 1966 to 1973 “conduct- 
ed illegal domestic opera- 
tions” against opponents of 
the war in Vietnam. -y%v 

Helms,' who has been U.5.' 
ambassador to Iran since earl* 
1973, also denied that ^ny 
unit” to conduct such actiSF 
tisrwas'ever created while ,he 
was head of the CIA. 

That spreening disclaimer 
by Helms of published charge* 
that the CIA iUegally engaged 
in domestic spying on }%At 
critics during the Nixon -gib 
ministration was made pitplic 
without amplification, •wnd- 
without definitions of Helms’ 
terminology., The Helms state- 
ment was issued by the State 
Department in response to an 
inquiry to Helms from Secre- 
tary of State Henry A. Kis- 
singer. Helms was unavailable - 
for any further explanation., / 

The Helms denial coincided 
with comments front the for- 
mer head of CIA counterintel- 
ligence, James AngletPd, who 
has suddenly resigned, that 
published, reports of C IA do - 



is usefulness has been de- 
troyed by the controversy, 
ms quoted by United Press 
International as also saying, “I 
think there should be a full im 
vcstigatlon.” J - ■ ' 

Jhp State Department sard 
iretary' Kissinger 'received 
report vyesterday from, the 

f sent 'CIA. director, William 
Colby, WhlfdF fPreaidettt 
•d ordered after the put# 
on of Accusations that the- 
breached its authority' by 
conducting covert operations 
inside the United States.: Kis- 
singer met, With; Colby late 
yesterday afternoon at the 
State Department, and offi- 
cials said Colby’s report will 
go out “on the next courier 
plane” to Mr.' Ford at hi* Vail, 

I Colo., vacation headquarters, 
j Kissinger spoke to the Prep- 
Jident by telephone yesterday 
About the CIA controversy,^# 

' jkesman said., 

|Jo Information was avaa--" 
»hie on the contents of Colb*;* 
report, nor would officials »ey 
'whether it concurred with 
[Helms’ published. denial. 
[Despite Kissinger’s dealing* 
,1th Colby and Helms, Spate 
jepartment spokesman Rob- 
Vt Anderson said reports that 
assinger-is conducting an ih- 
luiry, into the CIA charges are 
| he result , ot “a misunder- 
itahdlngr;"; SSsinger ‘las, not 1 
jeen asked’ nor is he conduct- 
ing ah investigation of public 
allegations against the |CIA,” 
laid Anderson. 

Kissinger is only acting on 
the President's - instructions 
“to transmit a report on these 
allegations prepared by .Mr. 
Colby,” said Anderson, in Kls. 
singer’s role in the ricocheting 
controversy, - Anderson said 
.Kissih^- “earne 




[CIA, A16, CottST J 



gatioris will be suspended” un- 
til President Ford studies Col- 
by’s report i and decides if j 
"further steps may be needed.” I 
State Department officials 
said they were not in a’ posi- 
tion to amplify HeRns*' denial' 
Which they made public yes- 
terday, because, they said, it 
was the substance of what 
they received from him in the 

Iranian capital of Teheran. 

Helms, they said, was re- 
sponding to charges Initially 
published by The New York 
Tjmes on Sunday, which said, 
that the CIA during the Nixon, 
administration kept files on at 
least 10,000 Americans in a 
special unit and conducted 
surveillance of antiwar 
groups. The CIA, the account 
said, alsd engaged in domestic 
break-ins and wiretapping in 
the United States, although 
that also is legally beyond Its 
jurisdiction. The latter charge 
has- been' aired before. . 

' *tpokesmSn Anderson at the 
Ste Department ' said, 
..mbassador Helms has' cate- 
[rijfically denied that under 
[ stewardship the CIA- con- 
ked ille gal douiegljft OMJS: 

M alSmsTantiwar activists 
iHIssidents or^that any 
,,„l \do so warfcreateH judder 
(hinLaa ^lrefto r.’’' '^ r ( 

' Anderson said he was un- 
ship- to; explain further how 
Helm* was defining “illegal" 
fii- X gpmest.ic ” or “opergHfinp.’’ 
Cli officials . regularly main- 
tain! that uone -of their opera- 
tions are ever carried out 
without prior official author- 

' Helms left his Teheran post 
yesterday, Anderson said, un- 
der arrangements made “last 
October” for him to take leave 
at/this time, aid is scheduled 
to be ini Washington about 
Jin. 2 qr Jan'. J.' That would be 
when Kissinger plans -to re- 
turn to! Washington from a va- 
cation in Puerto Rico* which is ! 
scheduled to begin on Thurs- 
day. >- > - , - 

Anderson saifJ Helms now, is 
“spending, 'they jioliday with 
relatives” in Europe. At the 
American embassy in Te- 
heran, a spokesman said yes- 
terday that Helms was una- 
vailable and his present 

wl#reabht^te<^MPsd3$. 

Si. Edmuddf: S..Muskie:(Ib 
ihvkaucaan of a Senate 
hmenf .'Operations' sub- 
...ittee.- that has been ex- 
ing.'.-moge -effective con- 



S a review of the CIA 
FBI;'said yesterday: 
Is .simply are not 
We have td know the 
their activities, so 
judgefor ourselves 

HI— 

said that- tAe’tinUted 
orial f review ' ; 6f «the 
aerations/ ' and “the 
fi*e nle rated within 
.t^/'days,”;>ehi4re 
■; v «P u ^: Inquiry to produce 
?^*^'‘p ; conS^ssloual>. over- 
sim” of CIA. Operations, Sey- 
er ffi, other committees earlier 
announced plans- to investi- 
ga m th^-cunfut. charges, ■ 



fice was covertly in charge of 
domestic surveillance opera- 
tions in -the {Jnjted StateA|ife 
swered some importers’ pTe> 
phone calls yesterday morning 
at his suburban VirMrtia 
home, then stopped .respond- 
ing to press inwuiries.'- - JBji 
This exchange with Ajtgle- 
ton was reported by UPlpfotK 
Asked to spell out the.rps- 
sons for his resignation, whicli 
became known yesterday^ftn-' 
gleton said slowly: ” , ^ - 1 ! 

“Police state . . Soviet bloc 
,v’. fragmentation . . I had a 
son in the infantry in Viet- 
nam. Went from private to 
corporal. 

Was the son 1 killed or 
lyounded? ‘ - y* ‘ <■ 

“No,” - Angletoh said, ■ “I 
think he’s okay." ■ // 

He said he thought The New 
York Times’ Sunday disclo- 
sures were exaggerated put 
•there was “something to it." 

“I agree with some of it.lhhe 
said.- 1 * ' ■-•->■; > js;}s|to| 
Angleton also was quoted- a* 
saying “I haven’t slept- fir 
three days. I’m in my pajamas- 
now and there’s a TV 'ffltetlr 
outside waiting to see me 1 apd, 
the telephone keeps ringing^;- 
He said he was quitting,th* 
CIA at the age of 57 beotgae 
“ my us efulness-has-e nded. I 
don’t" know what I'will do.T” 
Angleton 'denied that there 
was any friction between his 
department- at ,the CIA a»$ 
the FBI, which has official ifih 
mestic security -authority ffit 
the United States. f ‘We tiavf 
the best relations with ' jibe. 
Federal Bureau of Invc.sttga< 
tion," he said. 1 . ’ - 

Rep. Luqien N. Nedzi ?<Etf 
Mich.), chairman of the HcraSe* 
Armed Services subcommittee 
on investigations, said yester- 
day on the CBS Morning News 
TV show that his committee ' 
has discussed with CIA Direc- 
tor Colby the. “overstepping of 
bounds" by. the agency. 1 • ._<• . .:v', 
Information was conveyed 
to me,” said Nedzi, “which sug- 
gested the overstepping of 
bounds, but it certainly wasn’t 
of the dimension ... of what 
has . appeared in' " :j the 
newspapers . . . •-‘^h ... 

Nedzi said he- thinks it 
“can be conceded — as in any 
large bureaucracy .^/there’s 
been an o v.frs.tj.np.l.nf ,of 
bpunds, some' improprieties, 
but TVant to emphasize that 
- . . the information I bare 
• does not squarpC as 'I 
with the information that is 
being circulated at the pres- 



ent time.’’;y , 7 ; 

{Asked jwhat he' meant By 
"anpropnetles,” 'Nedzi said; i 
“you/might call it. illegalities 
>lp • 
mdir charter, " ; Nedti-MIphl 1 

the A : umt°^^St^ri J huC the 
question of . whether^there is 
any grounds for. “criminal 
prosecution stili jemains..J’m 
not aware 6f -anything' lm the 
. statutes” establishing the 

■GtA “timt... provides jfor A '■ - 
cffminal^ncti(jfie.^J;. N.Jf 
.... l)i(edzi said' Wsi f my/lhtent 
to hold a very thorough hear- 
ing, to make' all .df this, infor- 
mation public, eo. tiiat tHeSpub- 
I lie can have an opportunity to 
judge what 'precisely- :?rtook 
’place.” r 



